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Services, Events and Information within Southwark 

 
 

Services in St George’s Cathedral 

Mass of Thanksgiving for the Ministry of Monsignor Matthew Dickens 

A Mass of Thanksgiving for the 
Ministry of Monsignor Matthew 
Dickens will take place on Saturday 
28th January 2023 in St George's 
Cathedral at 12.30 pm.  This will be 
followed by Reception afterwards in 
Amigo Hall. 

All are most welcome to attend, 
including parishioners, to give thanks 
for his significant contribution to the 

Archdiocese of Southwark as Vicar General and Chancellor. For those who cannot make it in 
person, it will be possible to attend via livestream: https://bit.ly/MgrDickensMass2023  

 

Racial Justice Sunday: Sunday 5th February 2023 
At the Inaugural RJS Mass in 2022, Archbishop John Wilson stated 
strongly that there was no place for Racism in the Catholic Church, and 
encouraged all to ‘…broaden our hearts to love and minds to 
understand and to recognise that in the cultures of others, in the 
languages and traditions of others, there is something enormously 
enriching for the whole of the world.’ 

This year on Racial Justice Sunday, Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland encourage us to remember Stephen Lawrence. The 30th 
anniversary of the racist killing of the black teenager in Eltham will fall 
on 22nd April 2023, In life he aspired to be an architect, but his legacy 
has seen him become an architect for justice, equality, dignity and unity. 

https://bit.ly/MgrDickensMass2023


 

All are invited to the Racial Justice Sunday Mass at St George’s Cathedral, which will take 
place at 10 am on Sunday 5th February 2023 and will be celebrated by Archbishop John 
Wilson. The Mass will also be live-streamed via the RC Southwark YouTube account: 
https://bit.ly/RJS2023.   

Those attending Mass in person are encouraged to wear cultural dress and are asked to be 
seated by 9.45 am for a prompt start at 10 am in St George’s Cathedral. 

An A4 poster is attached. 

 

 
The Episcopal Ordination of Bishop-Elect Philip Moger: 21st February 2023 

The Episcopal Ordination of the Bishop-Elect 
will take place in St George’s Cathedral on 
Tuesday 21st February at 12.30 pm.  We ask 
that those attending are seated by midday. For 
those unable to attend in person, it will be 
possible to join the service via live-stream: 
https://bit.ly/EpiscopalOrdination23   

All are welcome, including parishioners 

Refreshments will be available after the service. 

 
 
Rite of Election: Saturday 25th February 2023 

On Saturday 25th February at 12.30 pm, the Archdiocese of Southwark will be holding the 
annual Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion in St George’s 
Cathedral. The service will be celebrated by 
Archbishop Wilson and facilitated by the 
Agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis. 

This is an important step in the faith journey 
of many people: please would you ask your 
parishioners to pray for those involved. 
Those wishing to join the service are 
welcome in person, but we ask that 
everyone is seated by 12.10 pm.  The 

service will also be livestreamed for those who wish to attend on a remote basis: 
https://bit.ly/RiteofElection23  

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/RJS2023
https://bit.ly/EpiscopalOrdination23
https://bit.ly/RiteofElection23


 

Inauguration Mass for CARITAS Southwark: Saturday 18th March 2023  

The Mass will take place at St George’s Cathedral on Saturday 18th March at 12:30 pm. All 
parishes are encouraged to send representatives.  

CARITAS Southwark is a great initiative intended to encourage us all to actively engage with 
our faith in words and deeds. Please would all clergy kindly promote this initiative in their 
respective parishes: a livestream link will be made available nearer the time. 

 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

CYMFed Flame: Saturday 4th March 2023 

On Saturday 4th March, the CYMFed Flame Congress for young people – the biggest 
Catholic youth event in the UK - is returning to London after a significant break due to the 
pandemic. The Southwark Diocesan Youth Service is delighted to invite all young people to 
join them once again for an inspirational day of worship, inspiring music and international 
speakers, including Cardinal Tagle, Archbishop Costello, Faith Child, Guvna B and Brendan 
and Georgia from Catholic Voices, The theme of Flame 2023 – which is exactly 150 days 
before World Youth Day in Lisbon – takes the WYD Scripture “Mary arose and went with 
haste” and crystallises it into the theme, “Rise Up!”  The Agency for Evangelisation and 
Catechesis has a number of tickets available for this exciting event for young people. To book 
visit: https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/latest/flame2023  

 
World Youth Day: 31st July to 7th August 2023 

Some places are still available on the Archdiocesan 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day. The price is £1,396, and 
further details and a booking link are 
available at https://bit.ly/WYDSouthwark . A flyer is 
attached and a suggested parish newsletter insert is 
below. Please direct any queries to youth@rcaos.org.uk. 
 
Suggested newsletter insert: 
 
World Youth Day:  31st July to 7th August 2023 
There are a few remaining spaces on the Archdiocesan 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day from 31st July to 7th August 
2023. The price is £1,396, which includes flights, 3* B&B 
accommodation (shared room), transfers, WYD registration 
fee & meal vouchers. If you're 18-35, please book by 31st 

January to secure the above price. For full details and booking link, please 
visit https://bit.ly/WYDSouthwark . Please direct any queries to youth@rcaos.org.uk 
 

 

https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/latest/flame2023
https://www.allsaintstravel.co.uk/LS0781
mailto:youth@rcaos.org.uk
https://www.allsaintstravel.co.uk/LS0781
mailto:youth@rcaos.org.uk


 

Agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis 

Some Definite Service 

In December, Archbishop John and the Agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis hosted an 
online gathering for Southwark clergy, Deanery Mentors and new Parish Leads. The occasion 
offered a genuine glimpse of our faith-filled Diocese; one comprised of Catholics who love 
the Lord Jesus and desire for others to know him better. Archbishop John stated: 

“How wonderful to gather online with 225 Clergy, Parish Leads, Deanery Mentors 
and members of the Archdiocese of Southwark Agency for Evangelisation and 
Catechesis to consider what it means to be an ‘evangelising Archdiocese.’ Such faith 
and passion for mission is so ENCOURAGING!” 

For more on this event (including videos) and to read more about Some Definite Service visit: 
https://bit.ly/SomeDefiniteService2023 or email the Agency: aec@rcaos.org.uk  

 

Sacramental Guidelines 

Following the Agency’s recent email to parish clergy regarding Sacramental Guidelines, 
please would you include the following message in your parish newsletter: 

The Archbishop has asked the Agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis to review the 
Sacramental Guidelines currently established for our Archdiocese. The purpose of the review 
is to understand more fully the current sacramental practice in our parishes and to inform the 
development of new, updated guidelines. If you are a Parish Lead or are involved in 
catechetical work in the parish, please contact {name of parish priest / contact} participating 
in the review. 

 

 
Southwark Spirituality Commission: ‘Renewed in Hope’ Online Lent Retreat 

The Archdiocese of Southwark is offering a retreat experience for individuals and parishes 
during Lent 2023. Drawing on the Mass readings for the Sundays of Lent, ‘Renewed in Hope’ 
will participants to find fresh ways of living and working in hope, in the company of Jesus. 
We live in a divided world, where many are struggling to survive. Through his life, death and 
resurrection, the suffering and risen Christ continues to make all things new. 

The retreat is designed for individuals and for parish groups, and is based on a weekly video 
accompanied by suggested exercises for prayer and reflection. We ask parishes to kindly put 
one of these two notes in your newsletter on the weekends from 28th/29th January through to 
the start of Lent: 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/SomeDefiniteService2023
mailto:aec@rcaos.org.uk


 

Note for those NOT offering a parish group retreat: 

Archdiocese of Southwark Lent Retreat, 2023: “Renewed in Hope”:  
Make some space to develop your relationship with God this Lent. Sign up for the 
Diocesan Lent Retreat “Renewed in Hope”. Every week you will receive an email 
with links to a 20-minute video in which Archbishop John will introduce the theme 
and the reading, Chris Chapman will deliver the retreat programme and a witness will 
speak of the relevance in their daily life. You will also receive materials to use in your 
own prayer and reflection. All you have to have to do is sign up here 
http://eepurl.com/hVT7Dv set aside what space you can for reflection and join us in 
being Renewed in Hope! 

Note for those who are offering a parish group retreat: 

Archdiocese of Southwark Lent Retreat, 2023: “Renewed in Hope”:  
Make some space to develop your relationship with God this Lent. Join with members 
of our parish on x DAYS x at x TIMES x to take part in the Diocesan Lent Retreat 
“Renewed in Hope”. Each XX day in Lent we will watch the retreat video and follow 
the retreat programme making space for reflection, prayer and sharing. For further 
information or to sign up contact xx your parish contact here xxx 

Join us this Lent in being Renewed in Hope! 

Note – if you are unable to attend all of the parish retreat sessions in person you can 
also receive the material online by signing up at http://eepurl.com/hVT7Dv 

See attached poster. 

 

 

2023 Diocesan Directories 

The 2023 Diocesan Directory has been distributed to all parishes: thank you to all who 
assisted with this process.  Please note that the Diocese plans to release a new Online 
Directory in the near future. As part of this endeavour, we ask that all parishes keep the 
Directory Team informed of changes on a regular basis so that we can keep details current.  
This will be of great assistance to those managing data and we hope will not only ensure we 
are up-to-date, but avoid a rush of information in the summer when we start to collate 
details for the 2024 Directory.   

The Directory Team will be sending out reminders asking for information every few months, 
but please do not wait to inform the them if there is a change that should be noted. Please 
email directory@rcaos.org.uk  

Please also note that payment for the latest hard-copy directories will be made after the 
Deanery Meetings in February 2023: the Finance Department will be in touch with details in 
due course.   

A searchable PDF of the 2023 Diocesan Directory is also on the website: 
https://www.rcaos.org.uk/diocese/diocesan-directory/  This link can be shared with 
parishioners. 

http://eepurl.com/hVT7Dv
http://eepurl.com/hVT7Dv
mailto:directory@rcaos.org.uk
https://www.rcaos.org.uk/diocese/diocesan-directory/


 

Diocesan Music Planner 

Parish Choir Directors in Southwark should already have received the latest Music Planner, 
which runs between 15th January – 14th May 2023. 

For those who have not received a copy, it can be downloaded from the Diocesan Website: 
https://rcaos.org.uk/news-events/news/diocesan-music-planner/  

 

 
PACT ‘Just People’ Roadshow for Kent: Saturday 4th February 2023 

Prison Advice and Care Trust will be holding a 'Just People' Roadshow specifically for 
parishes in Kent on 4th February 2023 between 10am – 1.30 pm in Holy Family Church, 
Bicknor Road, Maidstone, ME15 9PS, and warmly invite all clergy and parishioners to join 
them.  

PACT believes that everyone can make a fresh start, whatever they have done. Those who 
attend will hear from PACT CEO, Andy Keen-Downs, and local Prison Chaplain Fr Gary Dyer, 
and will find out more about those in the community who are affected by imprisonment. You 
will hear from prisoners and their families what life is like, including after prison, and the 
event will also offer an opportunity to consider simple ways in which both individuals and 
parishes can help. PACT welcomes those who have lived experience of the criminal justice 
system.  

Refreshments will be available. Please contact Theresa Alessandro for more information: 
parish.action@prisonadvice.org.uk  

 
 

OUTSIDE SOUTHWARK 
 

Sharing the Church’s Story: Saturday 11th February 2023 

On 11th February, between 10 am and 5 pm at the QEII centre (London), Catholic Voices, the 
Word on Fire Institute and the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom will be hosting a one-day 
conference called ‘Sharing the Church’s Story’.  

The vision of the conference is to bring people together in person for an experience of 
profound personal renewal and to be equipped for mission.  

Bishop Robert Barron will be the keynote speaker. All are welcome.  

Find out more details by clicking the link below: https://www.sharingthechurchsstory.com/  
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Friends of the Holy Land Concert: Thursday 16th February 2023 

 
The Friends of the Holy Land invite you to join them at 7.30 pm on Thursday 16th February 
2023 for an evening of uplifting music to raise spirits for the year ahead, whilst raising funds 
for brothers and sisters most in need in the Holy Land. 

The evening will consist of a wonderful evening of virtuoso singing and entertainment 
featuring the London Welsh Male Voice Choir supported by 'The Priests' in Westminster 
Cathedral.  

More information can be found at https://bit.ly/FHLConcert2023  To book tickets visit the link 
above or search on Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lwmvc-concert-at-
westminster-cathedral-tickets-470924316307  

 

 

Catholic Spirituality Network Conference: 20th – 22nd March 2023 

The Catholic Spirituality Network invites you to their 2023 Conference, which will be centred 
around the theme ‘Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary hope: opening spaces for conversation and 
encounter’.  The gathering will take place at The Hayes centre in Swanwick, Derbyshire. 

The Keynote speaker will be Dr Clare Watkins, alongside Liturgist Regula Hug SSA 

Book at http://www.csnretreats.org.uk/conference.php or 
catholicspiritualitynetwork@gmail.com  

See attached poster 
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Engaged Encounter 

Marriage Encounter is a national Catholic organisation that offers two experiences to enrich 
relationships, improve family relationships and brings God to the heart of marriages and 
families. The experiences are available online or in person. 

Marriage Enrichment: Marriage Encounter 

3-5 March 2023      Swindon 

13-14 May 2023      Online 

Marriage Preparation - Engaged Encounter 

11-12 February 2023  Sudbury 

11-12 March 2023  Online 

22 and 29 April 2023  Online 

For further information and book an experience please visit their website: 
https://wwme.org.uk  

 

 
Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland: 15th March 2023 

Knock Pilgrimage is offering this journey with day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, 
Croagh Patrick, Fr. Peyton Centre & National Museum. There will be the opportunity to 
experience St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations.   

£699.00 per person sharing.  Price includes flight, all transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House 
Hotel with full board.  All entertainment and excursions included.  Single supplement 
£150.00.   

For further details please contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email 
knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.    

Visit http://www.knockpilgrimages.com/ to find out more about Knock Pilgrimages. 

Poster attached  

Please note that the Archdiocese of Southwark does not endorse specific travel companies 
unless specifically organising a diocesan pilgrimage.  It cannot accept responsibility for 
bookings or transactions: those wishing to travel should make all necessary enquiries and 
arrangements 
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Christian Heritage Centre 

2023 Christian Leadership Formation programme: 

Applications are open for students in Lower Sixth/S5 wishing to join the Christian Leadership 
Formation Programme. This represents a unique opportunity for gifted students who are 
committed to their faith, and wish to shape a Christian society. The programme offers 
practical skills intertwined with a strong intellectual and spiritual formation. 

Full and part scholarships available. The deadline for applications is Friday 31st March.  More 
details about the programme and how to apply can be found on the following webpage: 
https://christianheritagecentre.com/clf/  
 
Praying with the Saints – 2023 Retreats 

Under the guidance of well-established retreat leaders, each of these stand-alone, weekend 
retreats focusing on the life of a different Saint, therefore allowing participants to draw on 
the spirituality of each Saint in their own life.   

• Praying with St John of the Cross – Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd April 2023 - Fr 
Matthew Blake, OCD 
• Praying with St Ignatius of Loyola – Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th June 2023 – Fr Dominic 
Robinson SJ 
• Praying with St Therese of Lisieux – Friday 29th September 2023 – Sunday 1st 
October - Canon John Udris 
 

More information can be found on the following link: 
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/praying-with-the-saints/  

 

 
Worth Abbey School Chaplaincy: Vacancy for ‘Forerunners’ 

Worth School in West Sussex employ a number of young adults (“Forerunners”) who live 
and work at Worth, living in community, praying, receiving formation from both the 
Chaplaincy and the Monks at Worth Abbey, whilst also taking part in the mission to Worth 
School. This is a short-term mission, usually two years, but it can be one year. 

They are currently recruiting new Forerunners for September 2023: if this opportunity is of 
interest, please find out further details on the Tes website at 
https://www.tes.com/jobs/vacancy/youth-minister-west-sussex-1762999  

The forerunner website can be found here: https://forerunners.worth.org.uk/  
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2023 Calendar  

• Sunday of the Word of God Sunday: 22nd January 2023 
The Dicastery for Evangelization has issued details of the day, which will centre 
around the theme “We proclaim to you what we have seen" (1 Jn 1:3) 
It has released a liturgical / pastoral resource, which can be found here: 
http://www.evangelizatio.va/content/pcpne/en/news/2023.html  
 

For further ideas and resources visit the God Who Speaks website:  
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/ or view this European Conference of the Catholic 
Biblical Federation: https://youtu.be/W4uRMUCEtoc (please do not be put off by the 
introduction in Italian: much of it is in English thereafter). 

• Racial Justice Sunday: 5th February 2023 (see details above) 
• Day for Victims of Trafficking: Wednesday 8th February 2023 [St Josephine Bakhita] 
• World Day for the Sick: Saturday 11th February 2023 

Please find the Holy Father’s message here: https://bit.ly/WorldDayoftheSick2023  

• Day for the Unemployed Sunday: 19th February 2023 
• Ash Wednesday: Wednesday 22nd February 2023 
• 1st Sunday of Lent: Sunday 26th February 2023 

 
View the Diocesan Calendar online: https://rcaos.org.uk/faith/ordo/  

 
 

Please continue to view the Diocesan Website for additional information: 
www.rcaos.org.uk, as well as our social media channels, which can be accessed via 
the website. 
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